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October 25, 1912 1760 



PHILIPPINE ISLANDS. 
Plague Situation. 



Passed Asst. Surg. Heiser, director of health and chief quarantine 
officer for the Philippine Islands, reports: 

MANILA — RODENT PLAGUE. 

The extensive rat-catching campaign which has been carried on in 
Manila since the first case of plague appeared on June 17, 1912, 
finally resulted in the discovery of a plague-infected rat on August 
31, at No. 251 Calle San Sebastian, which is in the same block in 
which 3 of the human cases of plague occurred. 

On September 7 another plague-infected rat was found at No. 
104 Calle Santa Rosa, and another one at 215 Calle Echague. Both 
of these addresses are in blocks adjoining the block mentioned above. 
All rat-catching efforts in the city have now been concentrated upon 
this area. In order to prevent the rats being driven away from that 
section by general cleaning-up efforts, the first week was devoted to 
trapping and poisoning rats, and now extensive cleaning up has been 
undertaken. The plan is to commence at the periphery of the 
infected area and work toward the plague-infected blocks. As rap- 
idly as premises are cleansed, sanitary orders are issued for such rat 
proofing as may be necessary. Each householder is required to pro- 
vide a suitable metal garbage can. Efforts are now being made to 
fumigate with sulphur all of the sewers in the vicinity. 

The last case of human plague occurred on August 22, 1912. Total 
number of cases and deaths to date, 7. Last infected rat caught 
September 7, 1912. 

ILOILO. 

Passed Asst. Surg. Carroll Fox reports that during the two weeks 
ended September 7 there were 4 cases of human plague occurring 
at different times in one house in Iloilo. A general rat-catching 
and cleaning-up campaign has been inaugurated, but so far no plague- 
infected rats nave been found. Considerable difficulty is being 
encountered in Iloilo on account of the lack of suitable ordinances for 
successfully carrying out antiplague measures. A request for new 
ordinances has been made, and a partial agreement has been reached 
during the past week for further legal power. 

Steps have been taken to prevent the spread of plague by vessels 
from Iloilo. 

Total number of cases of plague at Iloilo to date is 7. 

SOURCE OF INFECTION. 

It appears probable that plague was introduced into both Manila 
and Iloilo by plague-infected rats being present in cargo. The enor- 
mous number of crates of potatoes and onions, baskets of garlic and 
other food stuffs, which come into the islands almost daily from 
plague-infected centers along the China and Japan coast, make this 
method of introduction appear most probable. On account of the 
scarcity of this class of food supplies in the Philippine Islands, it is 
an absolute necessity that these importations be made; and on 
account of the vast extent of this trade it will be apparent that it 
would be impracticable to unpack such cargo before permitting its 
entrance or to prohibit its importation. 



